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Historical Comments Concerning the Charter of Conroe Lodge

The charter of Conroe Lodge is a pre-printed document hand inscribed with the names of the three
original principal officers, the date, name, location and number of the lodge, the Grand Lodge officers
granting the charter, and so forth.

Interestingly, none of the three charter members named in this document were ever installed as
Worshipful Master of Conroe Lodge No. 748.

George W. Bartle died on November 4, 1893 - over a year before the charter was issued by the
Grand Lodge. His grave marker can be found in Oakwood Cemetery in the city of Conroe. The
charter was issued in the names in which the application for charter was made even though the
"Proceedings of the Grand Lodge" for 1894 listed G. W. Bartle as being a deceased member of
Conroe Lodge U. D. (Under Dispensation).

C. G. Sefller never existed. His last name was actually Letller. Most of the records in that time
were hand written and it seems that the script ".e" was mistaken for an "u". Even though C. G.
Letller served as Worshipful Master pro tern for over a year during the period of dispensation and
for the first seven months of Conroe Lodge No. 748's existence, he was never elected to nor installed
in that office. He did remain active in the lodge, as evidenced by the fact that he is recorded as being
the Treasurer of the lodge in 1903.

W. J. "Folmer" or "Follmer" as variously spelled in this document, was likewise never elected or
installed as Worshipful Master of the lodge. The proper spelling was "Follmer" according to the
records of the lodge indicating that he served as Tiler of the lodge in later years.

The charter is quite wrinkled, implying that the document was crumpled at some time. The lower
few inches are darkly stained as if exposed to water. It seems reasonable to suppose that both of
these effects were caused by the great fire of 1911 which destroyed the town of Conroe and the
building which Conroe Lodge then called home.

The charter of our lodge is thus instructive of many of the tenets that our fraternity seeks to
impart. The uncertainty of our transitory existence is exposed, but our appreciation for the efforts
of those long deceased continues. The fallibility of man is evident, but the good which was intended
is with us today. The devastating effects of inundations and conflagrations leave visible scars upon
our records, yet the fraternity lives on to perpetuate eternal truths.

We properly view our charter as a valuable legacy from those who have gone before us. We
regard it equally as a sacred trust to be passed intact and unimpaired to those who will follow.
Despite its flaws and defects, and in some measure because of its flaws and defects, it is a precious
historical document to be closely guarded and carefully preserved.




